A day with Dave Whitlock by Dick Waibel – May 2009
I arrived at Dave & Emily's home in Welling, OK near Tahlequah at 8:30am on May 19th. Dave greeted me at the door. Emily was in the kitchen and offered me coffee and juice at the counter. We chatted and then the other student, Larry from Texarkana, TX arrived a few minutes later. A few introductions and short discussion about the day and then Dave, Larry and I were off to the classroom. 

The "classroom" was just outside the kitchen on Dave's patio overlooking their expansive yard. Class started by discussing fly fishing equipment. Dave talked about fly rod "action", fly line weights and tapers, leaders, tippets, etc. Dave asked us lots of questions so he could tailor his presentation to our level of knowledge. Dave ran the LL Bean fly fishing school for many years.

Afer talking about equipment Dave concentrated on casting. Both Larry and I had said that our top priority was to improve our casting skills. Dave discussed the casting plane and the four parts of the cast: lift, backcast, forwardcast and presentation. He gave demonstrations and we practiced as well. We then had lunch beside the cold, spring creek that runs along the edge of the property. Dave has stocked it and several large trout were visible just in front of our seats.

After lunch we headed to the pond for our casting lesson on the water. We spent about 1-1/2 hours or so learning and practicing the lift, backcast, forward cast and presentation. We did roll casts, off shoulder and sidearm casts with hands on coaching from Dave.

After the casting lesson we headed to a nearby stream about 10 minutes away where Dave planted several "trout" in the stream. These trout were wooden, trout-shapes tethered just under the surface and held in place with lead weights. These "trout" behaved like the real thing, except they didn't spook if you made a bad cast! We practiced up-stream, downstream and cross-stream casting/fishing techniques.

After the "on-stream" training we headed back to Dave & Emily's. When we got back we had the opportunity to fish Dave's spring creek for about an hour. There are 12 pools each holding several fish. Many of the fish are "very" big. I was fishing with 5X tippet and had three fish break my tippet immediately after hooking up or after a short fight. Dave says there are several fish over 28 inches.

When class was over Dave & Emily showed us Dave's studio and his fly tying table. We left about 7:30pm!

All in all it was a thrill to spend a "Day with Dave!"

Dick Waibel 

Member Tulsa Fly Fishers, FFF-Southern Council and Life member Oklahoma Chapter #420 Trout Unlimited
