Caddo Lake, Uncertain, Texas; September 23, 2008
I’ve had a camping/fishing trip planned for this place in March for the past three years and every time has been rained out.  I had previously paid for a guided trip with Orvis endorsed Rob Woodruff http://www.flyfishingfork.com/   so I checked the weather for this week to see if rain was in the forecast. It was not, so even though this is not the best time for fishing Caddo Lake I decided to take a chance.  Fellow TFFer Jerry McConnell was foolish enough to go along and split the cost so my risk was mitigated somewhat.  It’s a 6 hour drive down the Indian Nations Turnpike to Paris, TX.  Take 49 East through Jefferson, TX and 43 South towards Uncertain, TX to the park entrance.  We drove down on Tuesday morning, set-up camp that afternoon and rented a canoe and fished for about 4 hours catching a few very small pan fish on a dry fly called the double ugly. We tried woolly buggers and a few other streamers with no luck.  
This is a very unusual lake which straddles northern Louisiana and Texas. It is on average about 3 to 6 feet deep and full on Cypress trees and Lilly Pads.  Rumor has it that Troy Aikman and other Dallas Cowboys own cabins on the lake and singer Don Henley of the Eagles has purchased a lot of the land around the area for preservation purposes.  Our guide knows the history of the area and we enjoyed his stories while taking in the absolute beauty of this lake. 
We started out around 7am and our first stop looked very promising. The bass were feeding on shad all around us but by the time we were rigged up and throwing poppers they quit feeding. We had a couple of hits but no catches. Over the course of the day the guide put 51 miles on the water looking for fish. Unfortunately this was one of those days when things just didn’t work out. We fished hard and caught only a few small blue gill and one small bass.  We stopped for lunch on the water and tied up next to one of the Cypress trees. I can’t say the fishing was good but I can say the scenery was incredible and the setting for lunch was beautiful. After lunch we fished a couple more hours but things were no better.  I can only take so much, and things didn’t look to be improving so we called it quits for the day a couple hours early.  
We had decided to drive back to Broken Bow, OK and fish for trout on the way home.  Rob even gave us some of his trout flies since we did not bring any on this trip.  We headed back to camp, then we realized we did not bring waders or boots.  Lesson Learned: Next time, I’ll bring everything! 
A word about our Guide: Rob Woodruff is an Orvis endorsed fishing guide and has an excellent reputation.  I would not hesitate to hire him again. He is very knowledgeable and is good company on the water. 
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