Lower Illinois River July 19, 2008

My partner, Vincent LoVoi was originally responsible for exposing me to fly-fishing when I visited him during a few days off from a business trip in New York which provided me the time on a train to Washington DC back about 1982. While he was off sitting for his LSAT exam, I was home shaking off the wine from the night before; reading, of all things, The Flyfisher. I was hooked from the very first page but friendships kindled with the likes of Bob Cunningham, Mary Black and the others who prepared me to find pleasure in all of this sport ‘s  gifts. While it was a struggle for all of them, they eventually taught me how to tie a fly, make a rod and even cast (or so I call it). I don’t tie much any more and I doubt I will ever make another rod (too impatient) but that won’t stop me from taking every opportunity to go fishing. And so it was this past Sunday when my partner and I took the opportunity to have our quarterly shareholders meeting on the Lower Illinois River. We weren’t the first to arrive nor were we the last to leave as the horn blew retreat. It was a lovely morning and plenty hot by noon; that makes the beer at the end of the trail taste just that much better. The heavy water from this springs run-off has materially changed the river; not to the better. However, as time passes I am sure the natural evolution will develop new and just as enjoyable spots to support our aquatic brethren. The water is still dingy but clearing steadily. I am sure for most areas of the river, dead drifting a nymph or attractor pattern such as a zebra midge, mayfly emerger, wet fly or the currently popular John Deer on 5X and 7X tippets will produce greater numbers of fish. If your fancy is to take strolls up and down the river to see the kingfishers swoop down, the bank flowers and just explore, may I suggest a [big] clauser, nearnuff sculpin or wooley bugger. This is especially fun in the long, wide open, slow moving flats which now harbor lots of snags and other hiding places for those big rainbows. Remember, the spring months of heavy releases have brought us lots of shad (from both directions) and it has provided the opportunity for some minnows to come up stream as the Arkansas River backs up into our water.Beef up your leader, use a longer 4X tippet (maybe 5X if you need to use a smaller clauser) and cast and strip away. I used a 5 foot braded leader with 3-4 feet of 5X and a #8 Clauser (brown/black top with a white belly and green crystal flash in the middle) but I think any dark top/light belly will do the trick just keep it moving. Sometimes a hog is just around the corner. I hope to see all of you on the river. 
Tight lines, Joel Kantor
