White River Report by Scott Hood
May 29th and 30th I had the privilege to fish with Dennis Galyardt of Tecumseh, MO. Many of you would know Dennis and Amy from the Southern Council Conclave in Mountain Home as well as the Sow Bug. Dennis and Amy happen to be the father of my niece’s husband.

Dennis, Bob Smith, my brother-in-law and I floated the White River near Wildcat Shoals with Larry Babin from Blue Ribbon Fly Shop in the morning on Friday. We moved to the dam after the river became clogged with drifting moss and clumps of didymo. (Boats were dragging anchors and stirring things up. The didymo, it really is a problem.) We caught a number of rainbows mostly using an egg pattern under a strike indicator. (Larry did a terrific job and was no quitter in spite of the fact the fish did not want to co-operate.)

On Saturday, Dennis, Bob and I floated the North Fork of the White River. The river was running high at about 850 cfs (best is at 600 to 500 cfs) but with a long cast and the right color and heavy wooley bugger the browns were much more cooperative than the rainbows in the lower White. I caught about 17 browns, the best about 16 inches. The one that made the best visual picture for us all was the big brown following a sun fish all the way to the boat. We all thought he was going to slam it but he turned away at the last moment, a real heart stopper.

Sorry to tell everyone that Dennis and Amy are soon moving to Fort Collins, CO to be closer to family. However, anyone interested in owning 20 acres and a really nice home  4-miles from the North Fork you might want to get in touch with Dennis. Dennis is also selling parts of his fly fishing and lure collection on E-Bay, he is OzarkAngler if you are interested.
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