White River Fishing in Arkansas with Guide Scott Branyan and FFF/SOC Conclave Oct 2008 
With all the high water this year and unlikelihood of conditions for wading Dick Waibel and I scheduled a float trip on the White River with guide Scott Branyan www.flyflinger.com during the FFF Southern Council Conclave.  Scott met us at Rim Shoals where we had a cabin for the weekend and we launched at 7:30am. It was a little chilly and very foggy but we started catching fish right away using rubber legged hoppers. I caught the first two fish, a brown and a rainbow next to the bank in front of the cabins at Rim Shoals. Dick Waibel’s first fish of the day was just below the second island on the west bank. It was a beautiful 22 inch brown trout and it really smashed his hopper. It took a few minutes to get him to the net as he kept taking out line as he swam up river in the strong current. We got the big one out of the way early as we did not catch anything close to this the rest of the day. We caught fish all along the banks and close-in to several islands. We switched to large unweighted streamers and sink tip lines in the deeper waters and continued to catch fish. This did get a little tiring after a couple of hours so we switched between streamers and hoppers several times during the day. Mostly, we fished the hoppers and 80% of the fish we caught on this day were brown trout. Henry, at Rim Shoals said this is because the browns are moving up river in preparation for next month’s spawning. Our guide, Scott Branyan has a nice drift boat and he put us right where we needed to be for the best casting to prime fishing spots.  We floated about 13 miles of river to the take-out at Shipps Ferry and finished close to 6pm.  Scott Branyan really gave us our money’s worth.  
On Saturday we attended the FFF/SOC Conclave in Mountain Home, AR. We had a great year with approximately 500 in attendance and raised lots of money for conservation and education. There were lots of fly tiers demonstrating their skills and I found a few of the hard-to-get barbless hooks I like for tying wet flies and small woolly buggers. Davy Wotton www.davywotton.com gave an excellent presentation on the entire White River System including fishing methods for high and low water. He also demonstrated different leader systems he uses for prevailing conditions.  Davy is very innovative and demonstrates an in-depth knowledge of fishing in all his presentations. I have not yet fished with him but plan to do so in the near future.
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