Yellowstone NP – Green River – Frying Pan River;  August 2008
Despite the fact that only 3 TFFers attended the Green River outing this summer it was a lot of fun.  Bill Smith and I drove to the Green while Dick Waibel flew to Salt Lake City and picked up a rental car. We met on Monday August 6 at Spring Creek Guest Ranch which is 12 miles north of the Green River. Bill and I had already fished Yellowstone National Park for 7 days before arriving at the Green River. Fishing in YNP was great and we even managed to catch a few fish, mostly on dry flies. We also took a float trip on the Madison River outside the park with Jacklins Fly Shop in West Yellowstone. Though we both enjoyed it, I can think of better ways to blow $500.  The weather was good but very, very windy. We threw dry flies all day and had good luck in the morning hours but that afternoon, the clouds significantly slowed the fishing. Seems the trout in the Madison prefer bright sunlight to better see their bugs.  Next time, I will spend the day on one of the small creeks in YNP and save my money for a float trip on the White River in Arkansas. In the park we fished the Gallatin River, Specimen Creek, Soda Butte Creek, Trout Lake, Grebe Lake and the Gibbon River.  We caught fish on all of them using dry flies and occasionally a dropper.  Weather in the park was wonderful with clear blue skies every day and not a drop of rain. We tent camped 5 nights so the lack of rain was welcomed. 
On the Green River, we fished mostly dry flies including an ant pattern called the “double ugly’ they sell at Trout Creek Fly Shop in Dutch John, Utah.  I had purchased some of them last year when I was there and have caught so many fish with them I had to get more to bring back with me.  Dick Waibel and I took a float trip on section B on our second day and we caught lots of fish on various hopper patterns in the morning.  Around lunch time it began to rain and fishing slowed significantly. I decided to switch to wet flies and caught fish on a woolly bugger and a soft hackle with yellow hare dubbed body and a copper tungsten beadhead.  I enjoyed the trip but again, I would rather have spent my money on a White River Arkansas float because the Green is so accessible to wading fishermen on section A for seven miles. You can park at the Little Hole and walk up river toward the dam or park at the dam and walk down river toward Little Hole.  We tried both directions and had plenty of water to fish.  We sight fished to feeding trout in the slow waters with dry flies and fished woolly buggers and various nymphs and wet flies in the riffles.  I caught my biggest fish in the riffles using a #14 soft hackle with a peacock herl body and a red 3/32 tungsten beadhead.  I had tied a few of these before I left town but I only had four of them with me.  Our accommodations at Spring Creek Guest Ranch were excellent.  Each of us had our own room in the bunkhouse with two shared baths. For $60 it included an outstanding breakfast and we all opted for dinner each night for an additional $15.  The dinners were worth every bit of it! I will definitely go again. 
Frying Pan River, Basalt, CO

After leaving the Green, Bill and I drove to Basalt, Colorado to fish the Frying Pan River for a few days before heading home. We were joined by fellow TFFers Jerry McConnell and Charlie Musgrove.  We had arranged to stay at Taylor Creek Cabins for three nights and this included private access to a ¾ mile section of the Frying Pan and a small pond behind the cabin which is stocked with trout.  We caught lots of fish (mostly browns) and again mainly on dry flies including the Double Ugly, PMDs, Adams, Green Drakes, etc. but my most successful fly on the Frying Pan was a #16 Griffiths Gnat.  The moment I tied it on, I began catching fish immediately.   Our private water access was very good fishing but we also fished the public areas as well.  Bill Smith had the best day when he fished the trophy area near the dam one morning and caught about 30 fish during a huge green drake hatch! He said everyone around him was catching fish right and left.  Our cabin was very nice and located just across the street from the river and only 6 miles from the town of Basalt.  We went to town each morning for a little breakfast and a visit to the fly shop for supplies.  I would highly recommend the Taylor Creek Cabins for your stay in the Basalt area.  They have several cabins, ours was a 2 BR, 1 Bath, full kitchen and living area with satellite TV at $160 a night.  Split 4 ways, it was very affordable and it included the private access fishing area.   
Fred Kirk

Perhaps next year we can come up with a trip that more of us can attend. Keep this in mind and let us know if you have any ideas for a club trip next year. 
fred@tulsaflyfishers.org
